examines what its authors view as "a shameful and well-kept secret"-the critical role played by the North in supporting and profiting from slavery, from colonial times until, and even after, the Civil War. The authors, all journalists for The Hartford Courant, argue that most Americans have learned only about slavery in the South. As a result, the authors argue, many Americans emerge from school believing that the North and its citizens watched innocently as the institution of slavery took root and thrived across the Mason-Dixon line, and finally decided to go to war to hold the nation together and ultimately end the evil institution on which the South depended.
Questions for Discussion 1 1. . Before beginning our study of this book, think about the contradictions noted above. Why do you think they occurred? 2 2. . In what ways do you think the North may have been "complicit" in slavery?
the foreword
Professor Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham contributed the foreword to Complicity. She reminds us of the dilemmas faced by the nation as it confronted slavery and then reconstruction, and uses the pardon of Jefferson Davis, supported by many Northerners, to focus our attention on the North' s role in slavery. As she notes (and the authors confirm), there was much irony in this history, a history of "unlikely alliances and strange bedfellows." (xii) It was Massachusetts Bay Colony that officially sanctioned slavery-before Virginia did. The "city upon a hill" soon became a leading port in the slave trade. Later in the text, Rhode Island, the first colony to promote religious toleration and fairer treatment of Indians, assumes its role as the northern state that most supported the slave trade. As Higginbotham asserts, New England served as the birthplace of abolitionism and the home of William Lloyd Garrison, but there was also present there a "virulent racism." (xiii) As the nation evolved, paradoxes remained. Jacksonian "democracy" was not always so democratic. The abolitionist movement was divided as to just how to achieve its goal. Even characters in Harriet Beecher Stowe' s iconic novel Uncle Tom' s Cabin seem to equivocate when it comes to deciding what to do with former slaves. Free blacks were chased from public parks on the Fourth of July. And Jim Crow lived not only in the South but throughout the North. "If the influence of economic motives on the action of mankind ever had a clearer illustration it was in the modern history of the African race, and particularly in America. I still saw slavery and the (slave) trade as chiefly a result of moral lassitude…. But apparently I did not clearly see that the real difficultly rested in the willingness of a privileged class of Americans to get power and comfort at the expense of degrading a class of black slaves, by not paying them what their labor deserved." (xxvii-xxix) Students should keep this quotation in mind as they analyze this book, for this suggests an essential question: In what ways were both systemic racism and economic motives at the heart of the North' s support for slavery?
Chapter Themes and Content
The introductory quotation for this chapter is a response given by a southern editor who, when asked, "What would New York be without slavery?" replied, "The ships would rot at her docks… and the glory of New York would be numbered with the things of the past." (3) The authors trace the dependence on slavery of the New York economy from the invention of the cotton gin in the 1790' s to the outbreak of civil war (a period that saw the number of slaves in the nation increase from around 700,000 to nearly 4 million). Indeed, cotton was more than just another crop; it served as a "national currency." Forty cents of every dollar each planter earned from the sale of his cotton crop went to the North. New York was full of bankers, shippers, merchants, insurers and a multitude of others who made their living, and sometimes their fortunes, from cotton. The business community was therefore reluctant to interfere with the sometimes uneasy alliance between North and South. The authors juxtapose the increasingly close relationship between the North and the plantation South with the rise of the abolitionist movement. 
Setting the Stage
In 1760, there were at least 41,000 slaves in the northern colonies. Northerners paternalistically justified slavery in the North as benign and "family-style." However the reality was that slaves were still viewed as property and subject to beatings, the breakup of their families, forced physical labor, and the regulation of their lives by the onerous and restrictive black codes of the North. No statement of the slave' s desperate situation is more powerful than the bill of sale shown on page 62 with the silhouette of a "certain Negro Wench named Flora" superimposed on it. This is the image to keep in mind while proceeding through this chapter.
Chapter Themes and Content
Chapter Three begins with the confrontation between a slave, Venture Smith, and his mistress, Elizabeth Stanton. The chapter makes use of a powerful device-the personal narrative-to recount the horrors of slavery in the North, specifically through Venture Smith' s lens as a slave in Connecticut. Venture' s personal narrative has survived along with only a handful of others. As our text states, these narratives share a "leitmotif of abuse" (66) and demonstrate "a fragile truce frequently interrupted by open warfare." (67) The theme of slave resistance is central to this chapter, as slaves used both active and passive resistance against their masters and tried to gain some control over their lives. We also meet Sojourner Truth who was born about 70 years after Venture Smith and who, in her famous speech Ain't I a Woman?, became a symbol of the link between resistance to slavery and the fight for women' s rights. 
Classroom Activities and Questions for Discussion

Chapter Themes and Content
In 1741, Fort George in Lower Manhattan was set afire. Other fires had been set earlier that winter, and more followed. Arrests were made, and trials ensued. Farrow, Lang, and Frank examine the testimony at these trials and consider the theme of tension-in this case the tension felt by New Yorkers as they needed the labor of slaves yet felt some ambivalence toward slavery. This chapter' s effectiveness rests with the authors' very detailed narrative of one particular slave revolt, encouraging the reader to make generalizations about other revolts-generalizations about the lack of options for angry slaves, the role whites played in undermining black codes, and the nature of the justice system. Central to the unfolding of this real-life drama are the parts played in this rebellion by Caesar Vaarck, a "slave who refused to behave like one" and Quack Roosevelt, both of whom were executed. 
Setting the Stage
In February 1862, Nathaniel Gordon, the only American ever put to death for his participation in the slave trade, was executed, and the focus of Complicity turns back to New York. Congress had banned the slave trade in 1808, Why was it, nearly 55 years later, that a northern sea captain found his way to the gallows?
Chapter Themes and Content
Just as an animal becomes more dangerous when threatened, as more and more nations abolished slavery, and as the Civil War approached, the illegal slave trade became "more profitable, and, if possible, more horrific." (126) This chapter examines the role New York played in the now illegal slave trade in the years between 1808 and the Civil War. Many were complicit in this trade: shipbuilders, captains, customs agents, lawyers, and the U.S. Navy. American ships were protected by the flag they flew, as foreign nations could not seize American vessels. As the authors acknowledge, this trade was so flagrant, it was "barely clandestine." (122) Most of the illegally traded slaves were sent to Brazil where slavery was still legal. Suggestions for Writing 1 1. . This chapter addresses the question of how those who sanctioned or abetted slavery should be punished. The black scholar W.E.B Du Bois, writing in the "progressive era," offers that "One cannot, to be sure, demand of whole nations exceptional moral foresight and heroism; but a certain hard common sense… must be expected in every progressive people. In some respects we as a nation seem to lack this; we have the somewhat inchoate idea that we are not destined to be harassed with great social questions, and that even if we are, and fail to answer them, the fault is with the question and not with us." (132) (133) Restate, in your words, Du Bois' statement. How do you think he defined "moral foresight," "heroism," and "common sense?" What are some of the "great social questions" to which Du Bois refers? Do you agree with his characterization of Americans? 
Setting the Stage
Free blacks were often kidnapped in the North and sent to the South. This became even more frequent after the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850. As William Parker, an escaped slave noted in his memoir: "Kidnapping… was so common… that we were kept in constant fear. We would hear of slaveholders or kidnappers every two or three weeks/ sometimes a part of white men would break into a house and take a man away; no one knew where; again a whole family might be carried off. There was no power to protect them, nor prevent it." (142)
Chapter Themes and Content
The underground railroad in question here is one that ran in the wrong direction-as blacks in large numbers were kidnapped and taken to the South. The theme of the continuing failure of government to protect blacks is once again central to the text. Heroism is another theme. One of the heroes in this chapter is David Ruggles, the leader of a New York black defense association. Among the blacks he sheltered was Frederick Douglass who wrote in 1855, "New York, seventeen years ago, was less a place of safety for the runaway than now." (140) (141) Another hero is William Parker, an escaped slave who fought against enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 in southeastern Pennsylvania, especially against the notorious "Gap Gang." The governments of some northern states did begin to pass laws aimed at preventing abductions. However, the courts entered the battle on the side of slave-owners. Famous cases such as the Dred Scott case and lesser known cases such as Prigg v. Pennsylvania affirmed the "right" of slave-owners to their "property." Chapter Seven also introduces us to the Cannon Gang, led by Patty Cannon; who waged a campaign of terror and death on northern blacks for over 15 years. 
Classroom Activities and Questions for Discussion
Setting the Stage
The authors introduce Chapter Eight with the statement that radical abolitionists were viewed as, "Amalgamationists, dupes, fanatics, foreign agents, and incendiaries." Even in the North, to say nothing of the South, those who passionately fought for abolition were ridiculed and suppressed.
Chapter Themes and Content
This chapter focuses on three people who, in different ways, fought to ensure the rights of Americans to free blacks and slaves. Two of these, Elijah Lovejoy and John Brown, are generally well known and discussed in history textbooks; the third, Prudence Crandall, is not. This chapter recounts the lives and actions of these three, and causes us to look again at the theme of "compromise": when it is appropriate to compromise and when it is not. Crandall opened a school "for the reception of young ladies and little misses of color" in Connecticut.
The hostility of her neighbors, actions of the Connecticut legislature, and her arrest for breaking state law, eventually forced Crandall to shut the doors of her school and leave her home. Elijah Lovejoy was the publisher of the Observer, an Illinois newspaper. He was also an abolitionist. On November 7, 1837, Lovejoy and some supporters were guarding the warehouse where his new printing press had just arrived. A mob attacked, and Lovejoy was killed. John Brown, who was so audacious that he invited black people to dine with his family, was at "the epicenter" of the debate over slavery. His final stand against slavery was made at Harper' s Ferry Virginia, when he commandeered a federal army and was arrested and executed. Many regard him as a martyr; others consider him a fanatic. Suggestions for Writing 1 1. . Science is frequently at the heart of controversy. Choose a contemporary controversy that involves the use and interpretation of "scientific" findings.
Analyze this controversy, paying particular attention to its implications for public policy.
Chapter nine traces the development of "race science" in the years between the American Revolution and the Civil War. White Americans searched for a "rational" justification for slavery, and scientists helped them find it. The chapter examines the emergence of this race science through examination of the work of respected scientists, men such as Samuel Morton and Louis Agassiz. Following the Civil War, the United States government even consulted Agassiz for advice on how to deal with freed slaves. He warned, "Beware of any policy which may bring our own race to their level." (183) Morton, Agassiz, and others lived at a time when science was coming into its own as a discipline based on experimentation. They convinced the American public that this experimentation proved that, for instance, the cranial capacity of black people was smaller than that of whites. The chapter closes with a quotation from Abraham Lincoln: "I as much as any other man am in favor of having the superior position assigned to the white race." (191) 
Setting the Stage
"This modest little structure suggests that its story is steeped in the blood of perhaps 2 million black people." (193) The structure in question is a "bleach house," a structure used in New England to process ivory tusks into piano keys, billiard balls, and other Victorian consumer items. By the middle of the 19th century, and lasting until the mid 20th century, the piano business thrived, highly dependent on the ivory that was used as a veneer on the instrument' s keys. Between 1884 and 1911, for example, almost 10 million pounds of ivory were brought into the United States, with a current value of about $310 million. Though slavery had ended in the United States, the American demand for ivory contributed to the injury, death, and exploitation of at least 2 million Africans.
Chapter Themes and Content
This chapter introduces an aspect of commercial exploitation that is not often explored in the classroom-the development and horror of the ivory trade in the 19th and 20th centuries. Two Connecticut companies pioneered and led the world in turning elephants' teeth into ivory for commercial use. The statistics are astounding. One elephant tusk (the front incisor of an African elephant) weighed around 80 pounds, was carried up to 1,000 miles by African laborers, and produced a thin veneer for 45 piano keyboards. That same tusk could also yield five billiard balls. The demand for these products was fueled by the rapid increase in industrial production, the growing American middle class, its increased prosperity, and its demand for products to use in its expanding leisure time. As the authors note, in the mid 19th century the possession of a piano for the parlor became perhaps the single most widely accepted indicator of status in a "cultured home." (203) In the thirty years between 1870 and 1900, one Connecticut company acquired at least 200,000 ivory tusks. (209) The forced labor used to harvest and transport these tusks was African. A witness to this tragedy, the explorer Henry Stanley estimated that an African died for every pound of ivory taken. By the 1950' s American piano makers no longer used ivory, but the damage was done and the centuries-long "complicity" continued to bear fruit, as African nations and their peoples struggled in the post-World War II years to overcome the effects of imperialism and exploitation. 
Classroom Activities and Questions for Discussion
